
Butler Collaborative for Families 

June 13, 2019 

I. The meeting was called to order by Josh and all members were asked to introduce themselves, after which John 

McCool recited our mission. 

 

II. Approval of May Meeting Minutes: Motion by John, second by Elan. All in favor. 

 

III. Announcement: The Celebration of Collaboration will be held on July 11, 2019!! This shindig is for ALL, not just 

BCF members. An EventBrite invitation will be sent out, please RSVP by July 5th. There will be food, networking, 

ice breakers, and a hygiene drive for the VOICE shelter!  

 

IV. Presenter- Charlie Johns for Leadership Butler County 

a. Started in 1992 and currently partners with BC3 and SRU 

b. This nine-month program exposes participants to issues, resources, and opportunities for service in the 

Butler County area. It is managed by a board of directors. Each year, participants complete a group 

volunteer project to qualify for graduation.  

c. Each class has about 22-26 participants from all walks of life- not just human service workers. 

Participants all have diverse backgrounds. 

d. Participants learn about the concept of community leadership and skills to be an effective community 

leader.  

e. There are 10 day-long sessions that display various communities in the county, businesses, and foster 

the development of executive skills.  

f. The group project encourages community action and involvement. Projects are submitted by non-profits 

or other public service entities. Employers of current class participants are not eligible. Projects are 

encouraged to be “hand on” but this is not a requirement. All project proposals are reviewed by the 

participants, who then select the project they would like to complete. This selection is approved by the 

board of directors.  

g. Past projects include: HOPE Project, PNC Learning Pavilion at MHY, Community Health Clinic kid’s area, 

Emergency preparedness kits for elderly, duffle bags for foster kids, clothing and shoe drive for First 

Impressions, VOICE shelter playground, Early Learning Nature Trail at the Butler County Children’s 

Center, and the Garden of Hope at the Inn for Life Choices.  

h. The current project is the renovation of the therapeutic riding facilities at Glade Run.  

i. Applications to participate in the program or have a project completed will be available.  

 

V. Charlie John’s is the Director of Butler CYS and spoke briefly about upcoming changes 

a. CYS is governed by both Federal and State laws. Oversight comes from DHS regulations, the Office of 

Children and Families, and the PA Supreme Court.  

b. Practices swing on a pendulum of invasiveness. Local communities wish for CYS to extremely invasive 

where the Office of Children and Families wish fort CYS to be very minimally invasive.  

c. A new Federal law is coming that will eliminate group homes for children.  

d. CYS used to be the lone decision maker in terms of placement, goals, etc. but now collaborate with the 

family and other agencies.  

e. Butler CYS is working on the following current initiatives: Prevention of placements, engagement of 

families, improved assessment of family needs, providing evidence-based services, and 

recruiting/retaining qualified, skilled case workers.  



 

 

VI. Subcommittee/Ad-HOC Committee Reports- Detailed updates were in the agenda. Chairs present at the meeting 

provided the following, additional information. 

 

a. Early Care and Education Council- Pre-term birth, students not graduating high school in four years, and 

babies being exposed to tobacco intrauterine were identified as the biggest issues. Another issue 

identified was kids starting kindergarten do not know phonetic sounds (ex: B says “Ba”). A new 

curriculum for pre-K will be addressing this.    

b. Safe Kids- Bikes and helmets were given out at the Bike Rodeo in May. Summer food programs are 

starting. The BCF provided a letter of support to help lobby for more money for Safe Kids.  

 

VII. Misc. Information – The More You Know! 

a. There is a new initiative in Butler County! Currently, students in Vo-Tech go to their home school for 

classes half the day and attend the Vo-Tech the other half. With this initiative, students would attend 

their home school for half the day and, instead of going to Vo-Tech, will go into the workforce for an 

internship for the other half of the day. There will also be a focus on improving career counseling with 

students by discussing goals and priorities more often.  

b. Professional Resources! Josh recommended the Professional Quality of Life Inventory (PROQOL). This 

self-assessment is a tool for recognizing and managing burn-out, stress fatigue, etc. If you know of any 

similar professional resources, please let us know! 

 

VIII. Kudos! 

a. There was a family staying in a hotel and an email was sent to BCF members in search of housing 

resources. The family was able to secure housing! This highlights the BCF as a way to find local 

resources! 

b. Howie Dittman (Helping Butler County) joined Denna Hays (Butler County Alliance for Children) and the 

group Free Mom Hugs (a national organization devoted to supporting the LGBTQ community) at the 

Pittsburgh Pride Parade this month. There, they wore shirts that said “Free Mom Hugs” and “Free Dad 

Hugs” and were hugging anyone in attendance who was in need of a hug. Howie shared this to social 

media and it has since gone viral! Various news outlets picked up on the story, these posts/articles can 

be found on the Helping Butler County Facebook page. For more information about Free Mom Hugs, 

please visit: www.freemomhugs.org  

c. VITA completed 24,063 tax returns this year!! 70 volunteers helped prepare these tax returns and a total 

of $1.2 million in refundable credits were brought back to families in Butler County.  

d. The Adult Literacy class at BC3 graduated 33 students in July, 11 being from prison. These individuals 

now have their GED!!  

 

IX. Next Meeting: Celebration of Collaboration! July 11, 2019 11:30am-2:00pm 

 

 

 


