
Butler Collaborative for Families 

April 11, 2019 

I. The meeting was called to order by Mandy and all members were asked to introduce themselves, after which 

John McCool recited our mission. 

II. Approval of March Meeting Minutes: Motion by Jill, second by John. All in favor. 

III. BCF Membership Update 

a. Currently there are 51 paid members, last year there were 56.  

b. Please check with Glenda to make sure your membership has been paid. On the meeting sign-in sheet, if 

your agency’s name is in green then your membership is paid. If your agency name is not in green, 

please contact Glenda.  

IV. Facebook/Website 

a. There is a new sign-up sheet for weekly agency spotlights on the back table. There will be two per week.  

b. The list of members on the website is being updated.   

V. Presenter 

a. Elan Lewis, Family Pathways Events Department 

i. The new website is up! There is information about the Monarch Institute and you can take a 

tour of the facility. Descriptions of each room, including how many people they can hold, along 

with information on renting the rooms are also on the website. Please visit 

monarchinstitute.com 

b. Tracy Belles, Foster Care at Family Pathways  

i. May is National Foster Care Month! Currently there are about 80 children in foster care through 

Family Pathways. County-wide, there are about 120 children in foster care.  

ii. There is a great need for foster parents in Butler County. Mentors are also needed as support 

for existing foster families.  

iii. There are many myths about the child welfare system that need to be broken! If your agency 

would like a presentation regarding this, please contact Tracy. 

iv. Flyers were made available for meet and greets at local coffee shops. These will be an 

opportunity for people to ask questions and get information about foster care. Coasters 

designed by kids in foster care will also be at local coffee shops. The theme is What Family 

Means to Me.  

v. An event for foster family appreciation will be held on May 18th. People interested in becoming 

foster families can also attend the event to get more information.  

vi. If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a foster family, please call Tracy at Family 

Pathways.  

VI. Agency Updates 

a. John McCool- Can do a free presentation at your agency on identity theft and how to protect yourself. 

Please contact him if you are interested. 

b. HUD- Scholarship award for housing participants is presenting its 25th scholarship! Applications are 

currently being accepted, Glenda will be sending out applications.  

c. Butler County Tourism- Calendar of events was passed out. There are many free events going on 

throughout the county.  

d. Butler VA- Many programs and services are available for female veterans. A flyer about these services 

was passed out. There are also internship opportunities for high school students. Please contact the VA 

for more information. Trump signed an act that will enable veterans who live too far from a VA to 

instead see their own provider (for specific health conditions). Information on this was also passed out. 



Butler County Stand-Down is in November. On May 15th, a fitness walk is being held and donations are 

being accepted for the Stand-Down. 

e. Helping Butler County- Over the past couple of weeks, representatives from agencies have been hesitant 

to reach out for help due to confidentiality concerns. If you are not asking for help due to concerns 

about confidentiality, please reach out to Howie to address these concerns. He would like to eliminate 

roadblocks that prevent people from getting the help they need.  

f. MHA- Resource and Recovery Block Party is May 4th!! Vendors and non-profits can still register for a 

table. It will follow the Mental Health Walk earlier that morning. Please contact MHA for more info.  

g. VOICE- Domestic Violence Month is in April. VOICE has been doing many events and outreach for the 

month.  

h. Inspired Women- Gives out money quarterly to women’s focused programs and non-profits. They rotate 

between local and international groups. If your agency is interested in presenting and receiving money, 

please contact Deb Moran so she can nominate you to speak. You can only win once a year.  

i. Huckestein Printing- is available for your printing needs! A flyer was passed out. 

j. Asservo- non-profit that assists police in the investigation of human trafficking. They are having a 

seminar at Mercer High School next Wednesday at 6:30pm. 

k. They’re baaaaack… Neighborhood Legal will be re-opening their Butler office!! They are hoping to 

eventually be able to have walk-in hours but for now clients will need to call the main number to 

schedule an appointment.  

VII. Subcommittee/Ad-HOC Committee Reports 

a. Detailed updates were included in the agenda. Kortney and co-chairs present at the meeting added to 

these updates as needed.  

b. Week of the Young Child celebration was yesterday. There continues to be a struggle in the day -time 

event due to most children being in school. The turnout for the evening event was much better.  

c. May 11th is the Dasa Dash, volunteers are needed. Please contact Jill McDonald if interested.  

VIII. Grant Opportunities 

a. There are currently no local resources for agencies to check what foundations have already donated 

money to an agency for grant writing purposes. If your agency would be interested in access to this type 

of information please reach out to the Butler Library, Roxanne at CCR, or Josh from the BCF.  

IX. Kudos! 

a. Robin’s Home- Housing for female veterans and their children has been approved for zoning! Donations 

have also been received for HVAC and for other needs. The house will open the first week of June. A 

female resident is already on the list to move in! 

b. Carl the Idea Guy- loves seeing all the pinwheels around town for Child Abuse Awareness Month! 

c. First Church- Has a prison ministry that has provided support and love to a female inmate who has 

recently lost a family member. This partnership with prison ministry began at the BCF! Yay! They are 

always looking for more volunteers for the prison ministry. Please reach out to Lisa Gill if interested. 

Church number: 724-283-6160. 

d. Helping Butler County- had a “call to action” for a young boy who was recently placed with is 

grandparents. All the needs were filled!  

e. Ryan’s Run- Now called Ale’s for Athletes. The event took place and raised $22,000 for Butler County 

Special Olympics.  

f. Caitlin- KUDOS to you from Glenda for managing the website!!  

X. Next Meeting: May 9, 2019 at 9:30am. Red Chimney Hall, Monarch Place. 

XI. Adjournment 

 


